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Singapore politics still free
from cynicism: Hri Kumar
Disillusionment of mature
democracies not seen here
By GOH CHIN LIAN
CYNICISM and hopelessness mark politics in many
“mature democracies”, but these attitudes have yet
to infect Singapore politics, said Mr Hri Kumar Nair
(Bishan-Toa Payoh GRC) yesterday.
“The vast majority of Singaporeans still believe
that politics remains a noble cause, that politicians
and political parties must have integrity and the
Government is, and must always be, a force for
good,” said the People’s Action Party MP.
He was taking aim at Workers’ Party chief Low
Thia Khiang’s comment on Monday that everyone
had a role in constructive politics in a diverse and
open society like those in “mature democracies”.
In his speech, Mr Nair also criticised the WP for
not proposing policy alternatives, with details.
He began his attack by saying WP’s Non-Constituency MP Gerald Giam was mistaken in suggesting
the Government was good at managing its own
risks, but not the risks of Singaporeans.
The lawyer said the Government allocates risks
between different groups in an equitable, sensible
and sustainable way.
“So when you say you want one group to bear
less risk, you are in effect saying that another
should bear a higher risk. Except opposition politicians find it inconvenient to mention this second
group of people – so they call it the Government,”
he said.
On “mature democracies”, Mr Nair said their politics is more about winning elections than improving people’s lives. Elected politicians do not honour
their promises and voters get disillusioned.
Recent voter turnout was in the mid-50 per cent
in the United States, 65 per cent in Britain and 66
per cent in Germany, he noted.
He warned that with people tuning out of politics, well-organised pressure groups will shape the
Government’s agenda even though they are in the

‘Collective
vision’ for
S’pore needed

MP Seah Kian Peng (left) said collective action will be
more difficult to achieve in the future while Mr Sitoh Yih
Pin said the Government has taken steps to review and
refine its policies.
By MARYAM MOKHTAR
WHILE Singaporeans might have different ideas
about what is best for the country, they should not
lose sight of the need for a “collective vision,” said
MP Seah Kian Peng (Marine Parade GRC) in Parliament yesterday.
Singapore’s progress over the years, he said, has
largely been a result of collective action, a “common Singapore dream” that has shaped policies in
housing and transport, among others.
But he stressed that this collective action will be
“very much more difficult” to achieve in the future.
“We all want what is good for Singapore but the
trouble is, we don’t all think ‘good’ is just one
thing,” he said.
So even as Singaporeans make suggestions for
the betterment of the country, they should be “undertaking this exercise in good faith that we work
for the collective good, and not personal gain”, he
added.
Political leaders also bear an “additional duty” to
not just live an ethical life, but also shape the larger
morality and “steer a course that stays true to the
values of Singaporeans”.
He added: “Collective action can only be possible when we see each other as fellow Singaporeans
working for the larger good, not vote-grubbing politicians seeking popular advantage.”
In his speech, Mr Seah also lobbied for the scrapping of the Primary School Leaving Examination,
an exam that has “passed its time”.
“Why do we insist on a narrow and insular measure of educational abilities and potential for
12-year-olds when the demands and entry requirements for tertiary education already make such
tests obsolete?” he asked.
Also commenting on the future of politics in
Singapore yesterday was MP Sitoh Yih Pin (Potong
Pasir), who said the Government has taken steps
to review and refine its policies to keep them relevant.
He pointed to the Pioneer Generation Package
and the Committee to Strengthen National Service
as examples of “fundamental changes” for the country’s future.
He said: “If there is one thing we can learn from
all this, it is the Government and PAP MPs are not
only ready for change, we have embraced change.”
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KEEPING THE FAITH
The vast majority of Singaporeans still believe
that politics remains a noble cause, that
politicians and political parties must have
integrity and the Government is, and must
always be, a force for good.
– Mr Hri Kumar Nair (Bishan-Toa Payoh GRC)

minority.
Fortunately, he noted, Singaporeans are more
optimistic about their politics: “The people expect
the Government to deliver and most are confident
that it will.”
Most respondents to The Straits Times’ survey
on the Government’s half-time performance since
the 2011 General Election were confident that almost all the hot-button issues such as education
and transport would be better in the future, he added.
The role of Singapore’s politicians, he argued, is
then to be honest with the electorate, avoid grand
promises and offer practical and workable solutions
to improve the lot of all Singaporeans.
But the opposition, he charged, was not engag-

ing in such politics: “One gets the impression that
their role is to find out what the Government is doing
and then to find out what’s wrong... Proposing alternatives means giving proper details. Issuing Meaningless Motherhood Milestones is not an alternative 3M
framework.”
He pointed to Mr Giam’s call that before the Government raises taxes, it should “look first to increasing the net investment return contributions or taxes
on profits derived from economically non-productive activities”.
Mr Nair said: “So, the Government should take
more money set aside for future generations? What
are ‘economically non-productive activities’? And
how much money will that raise? He should be clear
to Singaporeans.”
Mr Low rose to say the WP has made many suggestions.
He also said the party’s manifesto may include more information on its proposals after
a review. He did not elaborate or say when
these will be made public.
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Mr Hri Kumar Nair noted that
Singaporeans are optimistic about their
politics and are confident the
Government will deliver. ST FILE PHOTO
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